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extent on the efficiency and reliability of its trains
and supply columns. Herein lies the justification of
the enormous demands made on them during these
most troublesome and difficult operations. Many
points, however, as to the type, structure, and weight
of many of the vehicles employed, both horse-drawn
and motor-driven, as well as their mobility, will have
to undergo a further test.

THE SlsT AUGUST.

In pursuance of the decision made on the evening of
the 30th and communicated to the Supreme Command,
it was impossible to avoid imposing on the troops an even
longer march than on the previous days, in spite of their
extraordinary efforts in the past weeks. The IV. Reserve
Corps was required to reach Ailly with its advanced
troops, the II. Corps Maignelay and Tricot, the IV.
Corps the wooded district east of St. Maur and Mareuil,
the III. Corps Bailly and Cuts, the IX. Corps Coucy-le-
Ghateau; the 17th Infantry Division was sent forward
through Chauny.

During the day it was seen that the enemy was
retreating beyond a line Verberie-Vic-Soissons, the
French western flank apparently moving by Soissons.
The corps had therefore to continue their advance,
the advanced guard of the III. Corps reaching the
lower Aisne about Attichy and Vic. A short stay
of First Army Headquarters in Lassigny gave the
Army Commander an opportunity of himself witnessing
the excellent march discipline of the 5th Division,
The IX. Corps occupied Vezaponin with its leading
troops. Marwitz's Cavalry Corps, leaving the neigh-
bourhood north of Roye-sur-Matz, crossed the Oise at